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The Sacramento 
Valley R. R. 


The first railroad to be put in 
operation in the state of Californ- 
ia after the Gold Rush of 1849 was 
the five foot gauge Sacramento 
Valley Railroad. The line was in- 
corporated in 1853 to build from 
the city of. Sacramento 40 miles 
to Mountain City, Placer County. 
After some little delay, construc- 
tion started in February of 1855 
with Mr. Theodore D. Judah, later 
construction engineer on the Cen- 
tral Pacific, in charge of the 
work. Work progressed fairly 
well thereafter so that the first 
platform cars were placed on the 
rails on August 17, 1855. On the 
tenth of November of the same 
year the company conveyed a par- 
ty of excursionists over the then 
existant ten miles of track for 
an inspection tour of the line. 
Thus it might be said that the-first 
passenger train in California ‘was 
a rail-fan special. 

The construction continued into 

(Continued on page eight) 





In the range of mountains that 
separates California from her sis- 
ter state, Nevada, there are many 
fine stands of tall pine that have 
long been the source of Cali- 
fornia’s building timber. Into 
these hills many lumber rail- 
roads have been pushed, and to- 
day many still remain, despite the 
competition of the logging truck. 

Southern end of this group of 
lumber railroads is the Yosemite 
Logging Company’s line ‘which 
runs off the Yosemite Valley Rail- 
road at Incline (about three miles 
from El Portal), and runs about 
five miles up Moss Creek. The 
line carries the logs from the 
stands to its famous 500 foot in- 
cline where the cars are lowered 
down to the Yosemite Valley Rail- 
road to be hauled to the mill at 
Merced Falls. The line has operat- 
ed four shays, some of which’ 
were purchased from the Madera 
Sugar Pine Lumber Co. (now ab- 
andoned). 

To the north, running off the 
Sierra Railroad at Tuolumne is 
the line of the West Side Lumber 
Company which once operated as . 

(Continued on page three) 
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Over the Ey ’s Train Sheet 


GAIN WE ARE PLEASED to distribute copies of our paper 
A on an excursion, this time for the California-Nevada Rail- 
road Historical Society. This publication and its sponsors, 
the Northern California Railroad Club and the Railroad Boosters, 
San Francisco, are always eager and ready to co-operate with 
any and all ventures that will promote rail transportation and 
social contact among the railfans.. In addition, this issue will ke 
the first to be distributed in the Southern California area to the 
Railroad Boosters, Los Angeles. In addition, the publication is 
acting as agent for the Oakland trolley trip tickets, and we hope 
that you will help our first attempt at being station agents. 

The crew that puts out this sheet has been having a time lately 
on their private excursions. Last Saturday we left the Northern 
California Railroad Club meeting at Berkeley at ten o’clock and 
were riding the scenic railway at Santa Cruz at one the following 
morning. After sleeping in the woods until six we proceeded to 
cover the territory looking for engines. Results: 3 2900’s and a 
2-10-2 at Watsonville Junction, six engines at Logan, Granile 
Rock Company, and action shots of ist and 2nd 98, two engines 
at San Juan, a four mile ‘walk and no engines at Loma Prieta, 
and one engine at the Santa Cruz Lumber Co. Some time we'll 
write up some of our other trips, or maybe one of YOURS... 

In conclusion, we wish to thank Mr. Swift Berry of the Camino, 
Placerville and Lake Tahoe Railroad, and Mr. Douglas Richter 
of the California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society for co-op- 
eration in compiling the rosters, also the Market Street Railway 
for making the cut. 

Your editor wishes to recommend that you read “Baby Rail- 
road” in the August issue of FORTUNE. It is an article on short 
line railroads and is well worth reading. 

Not to brag or anything, but we scooped on the use of the 
V&T for “Union Pacific”? in our May issue. 
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Lumber Railroads of the Sierras 


(Continued from page one) 


a common carrier under the name 
Hetch-Hétchy and Yosemite Val- 
ley Railroad (1900). The line op- 
erates about fifty miles of track, 
and has three Heislers (Nos. 2, 3, 
and 4) and six shays (Nos. 5 to 
10) as motive power. This liné 
unlike the Yosemite road is nar- 
row gauge, and its No. 10 is the 
heaviest narrow gauge shay in 
the world. 

A few miles down the Sierra 
Railroad runs another ex common 
carrier, now running under the 
name Pickering Lumber Corpora- 
tion. This standard gauge line was 
once the Sugar Pine Railroad run- 
ning from Sonora (trackage rights 
over the Sierra) to Lyon’s Dam. 
The line operates seven Heislers 
(Nos. 1, 2, 4,°5, 7, and 10) and 
four shays (Nos. 3, 6, 11 and 12) 
over about fifty miles of track. 
This line was the object of a rail- 
fan trip last year and since then 
has carried on its rehabilitation 
of the rail line up above Straw- 
berry. 

Skipping over about a hundred 
miles north to the Placerville 
branch of the Southern Pacific 
we first come to the narrow gauge 
Diamond and Caldor, which al- 
though it is registered as a com- 
mon carrier, is the lumber carrier 
for the California Door Co. At 
one time the mill was at Caldor 
and the finished lumber was ship- 
ped down on the rail line, but 
in 1924 the finishing mill ‘was 
moved to Diamond Springs where 
it is today. Up to a few years 
ago the rails went into the timber 





stands, but now the logs come to 
the railroad by truck and the rail- 
road only carries them for the 34 
miles between Caldor and Dia- 
mond Springs. 3 

A few miles up the branch and 
then over the Camino, Placerville 
& Lake Tahoe at Camino ‘we 
come to the narrow gauge line 
of the Michigan California Lum- 
ber Company. Once known as the 
El Dorado Lumber Company, the 
set-up is noted for its cable line 
by which cars (not engines) are 
“ferried” over the South Fork of 
the American River. The rail line 
from Camino to Pino Grande 
where the mill is located, is used 
to transport the finished lumber 
and supplies, but out from the 
mill is extended several branches 
into the timber stands for the 
transportation of logs. The roster 
of its engines also can be’ found 
on page six. 

About fifty miles to the north, 
on the Southern Pacific’s main 
line at Truckee is the last of this 
group, the Hobart Estate Comapny 
and its Hobart Southern Railroad. 
The whole system was abandoned 
last year following the cutting of 
the last usable timber in the reg- 
ion, but the system should be men- 
tioned. The railroad company op- 
erated the six miles of standard 
gauge line from Truckee to Ho- 
bart Mills as a common carrier 
(since 1930) applying for aband- 
onment in 1937, but the line op- 
erated as a private line many 

(Continued on page five) 
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early in September, and the trip 
to Reno is scheduled for the 11th. 
It is understood that the Society 
has loaned the Bowker to the Stu- 
dio in return for putting the en- 
gine back im shape, and it will 
be returned to the socfety as 
soon as the picture is finished. 
The production will be several 
months in filming, and its prob- 
able that the “Reno” (No. 11) 
and No. 18 will also take promin- 
ent parts in the production which 
will be filmed on the Carson City- 
Virginia City line of the V&T. 





HISTORY OF “J. W. BOWKER” 


In 1875, the Baldwin Locomo- 
tive works built the “J. W. Bow- 
ker” for the Virginia and Truckee 
Railroad, a fifty mile line that 
was handling 50 trains a day to 
and from the boom mining town 
of Virginia City. No. 21, the Bow- 
ker was used in passenger ser- 
vice out of Carson City and later 
as a switch engine. In addition, 
she was the fire engine of the 
road, being equipped with a Hook- 
er fire pump between her steam 
dome and sand box. 

By 1896, traffic on the V&T 
had declined considerably due to 
the exhaustion of the Comstock 
Lode, and the “Bowker” was sold 
to the Sierra Nevada Wood and 
Lumber Co. then starting opera- 
tions at Hobart Mills, eight miles 
north of Truckee. For twenty 
years No. 3 as she became, haul- 
ed lumber trains and shunted cars 
around the yards and then, in 





LUMBER ROADS OF SIERRAS 
(Continued from page three) 


years before 1930. The Estate Co. 
once known as the Sierra-Nevada 
Wood and Lumber Co., operated 
a narrow gauge line out of Ho- 
bart Mills into the nearby timber 
stands. The system operated three 
standard gauge engines (No. 3, 
2-4-0, Baldwin 1875; No. 4, 2-6-2, 
Baldwin 1901; No. 8, 2-6-2, Bald- 
win, 1907) and five narrow gauge 
engines (No. 5, 4-4-0, Baldwin, 
1875; No. 6, 2-6-0, Baldwin 1906; 
No. 7, Shay, Lima, 1907; No. 9, 
shay, Lima, 1913; No. 10,. shay, 
Lima, 1916) all of which, except 
No. 3 which was given to the 
R&LHS, are being scrapped at 
this writing. 

This ends our group of lumber 
railroads of the Sierras, as to the 
north is another group, the Fea- 
ther River Lumber lines, which 
‘will be the subject of a complete 
article in a later issue. 





1917, ‘was retired from active ser- 
vice. 

Now the lumbering operations 
which were started forty years 
ago have been completed and 
Hobart Mills has been abandoned. 
The old “Bowker” has been pres- 
ented by the Hobart Estate et 


pany to the Pacific Coast Chap- 
ter of the Railway and Locomotive 
Historical Society for preserva- 
tion of early day transportation. 
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Assignment of Locomotives 


Camino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe Ry. 


1 In service Camino to Placerville during ‘winter months. 
2 In service Camino to Placerville during summer months. 


Michigan-California Lumber Company 


1 At Pino Grande, temporarily out of service, but held in re- 
serve for use by railroad cons truction crew. 


2 at Camino, used for switchin g in lumber seasoning yard and 
about plant. 


4 Stationed at logging Camp No. 14, for use in railroad construc- 
tion. 


5 Unloading logs at Pino Grande mill. 
6 On lumber railroad run from Pino Grande to North Cable. 


7 Extra locomotive on Camino narrow gauge from South Cable- 
to Camino. 


8 Main line logging locomotive at Camp 14. 

9 Switch engine in logging service at Camp 14. 

10 On lumber railroad run from South Cable to Camino. 

11 At Camino, used for spare locomotive for yard switching. 
12 Switch engine in logging service at Camp 14. 


NOTICE 


It is our understanding that our locomotive No. 2 is the oldest 
Shaw-geared Lima locomotive in actual service. It is in actual use 
8 hours daily. Its shop number is 122 and we have written to the 
Lima Corporation for confirmation, but reply has not yet been 
received. 

MICHIGAN-CALIFORNIA LUM BER COMPANY 
CAMINO, CALIFORNIA 
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Sacramento 


Valley R. R. 


(Continued from page one) 


the early part of 1856 when the 
contruction costs, $60,000 per 
mile, forced discontinuance of 
building after the line had reach- 
ed Folsom, 22 miles from Sacra- 
mento, due to the fact that the 
capital stock had all been used up. 
The stretch from Sacramento to 
Folsom was opened to service on 
February 22, 1856, and soon was 
returning 18 per cent on the capi- 
tal investment. Nevertheless this 
was not enough for at the time 
money was worth SIXTY per 
cent at the rate of five per cent 
per month. 

Thoughts for the extension of 
the rail line to Placerville had 
been started as early as 1854, but 
the decline of trade and the de- 
pression of 1854-55 had stopped 
any practical discussion of the 
project. However, the Sacramento 
Valley had in the meantime ex- 
tended via the California Central 
from Folsom to Lincoln in 1862 
(line from Folsom to Roseville la- 
ter abandoned). 

In March of 1863 another group 
formed the Freeport Railroad Co. 
to construct a branch from the 
Sacramento Valley Railroad from 
Brighton, ten miles to a point near 
Russian Landing (Freeport) on 
the Sacramento River for the pur- 
pose of routing goods to tidewater 
without going through Sacrafento. 
The line once duly built was leas- 
ed to the Sacramento Valley Rail- 
road who operated it as part of 
their system. 

With the advent of the need 
for a transcontinental railroad 


the Sacramento Valley Railroad 
‘was put forth as a logical connec- 
tion for the railroad. But, though 
the Sacramento ‘Valley line had 
already laid 30 miles of line to- 
ward the east, in the events that 
followed the Big Four pushed the 
Central Pacific ahead, and in 1865 
the Four, through a partner, pur- 
chased the Sacramento Valley to- 
gether with the Freeport and Cal- 
ifornia Central lines. Under Cen- 
tral Pacific management the line 
‘was extended 27 miles from Fol- 
som to Shingle Springs. 

From this point on the screen 
grows dim, but through the years 
the line was changed to standard 
gauge, entered Placerville, and ev- 
entually became a part of the Sou- 
thern Pacific System. 

Sacramento Valley’s engines in- 
cluded No. 1, 4-4-0, Globe Loco. 
Works 1849 and No. 3, 4-4-0, N. 
J. L& M. Co. 2. 





HI-SPEED LINE SHUTS DOWN 


The pride of the interurban el- 
ectric lines, the Chicago, North 
Shore, and Milwaukee R. R. has 
suspended operations when em- 
ployees refused to accept a 15 
per cent wage slash. 1,300 work- 
ers were idle and 20,000 commut- 
ers were forced to find other 
transportation. 
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No Fare Line 


With all the talk recently ab- 
out 5 and.7 cent fares it is pleas- 
ant to recall that an electric line 
once ran in the bay area that 
charged no fare! The line was a 
Single track affair, built in the 
latter part of 1898 to connect 
the Mount Olivet Cemetery with 
the San Francisco and San Mateo 
Electric Railway and the Southern 
Pacific’s hill line into San Fran- 
cisco at what is now Lawndale, 
San Mateo County. As it charged 
no fare and ‘was built on private 
property the line was never rec- 
ognized as acommon carrier but 
the company always carried the 
regular insurance to protect it- 
self. The line was noted for its 
underpass under the Southern 
Pacific’s tracks, an engineering 
feat at the time, and the fact that 
the trolley wires were suspended 
from concrete semi-arches. The 
line was operated ‘with two white 
open end cars that were purchas- 
ed from one of the street car 
companies in San Francisco. Car 
No. 2 was destroyed by fire that 
burned one of the two car barns 
around 1920, but No. 1 remained 
in service until the end of oper- 
ations. At one time these two 
cars met all the trains from S. F. 
as well as meeting the electric 
cars on the suburban electric, 
but occasionally the United Rail- 
roads of San Francisco ‘would 
send a funeral car over the line. 





funeral cars over the cemetery 
line the United Railroads .let. the 
owners of the cemetary line run 
their cars over the city lines. 
Many was the time that the mana- 
ger of the cemetery would take 
one of the cars and go to a show 
in the city, parking his car, of 
course, at one of the near-by car 
barns. 

‘In 1928 following the discon- 
tinuance of rail service over the 
SP’s “hill line” and the relocation 
of the suburban line, which sev- 
ered connections with the cem- 
etery line, the Mount Olivet Cem- 
etery discontinued its street rail- 
way. The car and rails were 
sold for scrap, but the underpass 
and the concrete semi-arches still 
mark the spot where rail history 
Was made. 





But!!! 

* With 66 trains in and out of 
S. P.’s Third and Townsend dep- 
ot, 45 from Oakland Pier, 8 from 
Santa Fe’s Oakland Station, 4 out 
of Sausalito on the NWP, and 2 
from the Western Pacific, there 
are 125 daily steam passenger 
train schedules in and out of the 
Bay Area. 

But ‘with 783 schedules for the 
Key System, 445 for the SP elec- 
tric lines, 219 for the NWP elec- 
tric, 134 for Market Street’s 40 


line, and 16 Sacramento Northern 
schedules, there are 1597 elec- 
tric interurban schedules in the 





In return for letting them run 


Bay Area, daily. 
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Successful Western Trains 
2-98 and 2-99 


Of all the trains that went into 
service on July first of this year 
the most successful was a train 
that had no publicity nor stream- 
lining, and you can’t even find 
it on a timetable. The train is 
commonly known as “the second 
section of the Daylight”, but for 
this article we may speak of it 
as 2-98 and 2-99. 2-98 is scheduled 
(employees) to leave San Fran- 
cisco at 8:16 in the morning and 
arrive at Los Angeles at 6:45 in 
the evening; 2-99 is scheduled to 
leave Los Angeles at 8:18 in the 
morning and arrive at San Fran- 
cisco at 6:55 in the afternoon. 


Made up of standard chair cars, 
a coffee shop-tavern car, a stan- 
dard diner and lounge car, each 
train has been running FULL al- 
most every day since its inception. 
Without doubt the success of this 
train can be traced to the new six 


dollar fare, but the train will 
continue on its merits. The heavy 
standard cars have been giving 
the passengers the fast ride of 
the Daylight plus the’ easy riding 
qualities of the standard equip- 
ment 


To the company this new train 
is a pure gold mine. It uses stan- 
dard equipment, can carry more 
people than the Daylight, and 
need only run when the traffic 
demands. This latter pojnt would 
indicate that it is a fly-by-night 
affair, but far from it. Though 
it may not run during the ‘week 
in the middle of winter, the train 
is sure to be a week-end train 


all the year around and a daily 
in the summer, especially in ’39. 
With the advent of the six dollar 
fare many people have come back 
to the rails for their traveling, 


and this train, as the fastest stan- 
dard train on. the coast, is show- 
ing these people what they may 
expect in coach travel. If your 
editor’s opinion is worth any- 
thing, this train is making more 
friends for the rails than all the 
“accomodation” service the 12 
hour trains ever ‘won, in the short 
month in which it has run. 





SAN FRANCISCO TO VOTE 
ON BOND ISSUE 


After long delay, the Board of 
Supervisors of San Francisco fin- 
ally put a $24,500,000 bond issue 
for the purchase and rehabilita- 
tion of the Market Street Railway 
on the September 30 ballot to- 
gether with a charter amendment 
that will create a traffic commis- 
sion to determine how the money 
will be spent. The action was 
made over the protest of Super- 
visor Uhl, who demanded that 
busses be substituted for car lines. 
(It is up to you now to fight 
any proposition to put in busses 
before the new traffic commis- 





sion. Write letters to the “safety 
valve” of your city newspaper.) 
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Excursion News 


SEPTEMBER 11 


The Pacific Model Crafts, a 
model store at 915 Broadway, 
Oakland is sponsoring a tour of 
the East Bay Transit Company’s 
street car lines. The trip includes 
a ride on lines 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 
10, as well as visits to the Yerba 
Buena shops and the Western 
Car Barn. 

The company has promised the 
use of car number 950 which is 
equipped with special leather 
seats, automatic control, special 
brakes, and high-speed opera- 
tion. The trip will start at the 
Piedmont Station at 10:30 a. m. 
and finish at the Yerba Buena 
Shops at 3:30 p. m. The fare will 
be 75 cents per person, and the 


party is limited to 50 persons. 
The Northern California Railroad 
Club is co-operating in the dis- 
tribution of the tickets, and res- 
ervations can be made with its 
representative, Joe Chapman, 733 
20th Street, Oakland or the WES- 
TERN RAILROADER, or by cal- 
ling at the store. Over half the 
tickets have already been spoken 
for so, you better HURRY. 





SEPTEMBER 18 


The Acme Photo Company of 
Oakland, Calif., is conducting a 
special train over the Western 
Pacific for photo “bugs”. The 
trip, arranged by Clem Fisher, in- 
cludes stops at Niles Canyon, Al- 





tamont Pass, San Joaquin River 
crossing, Stockton Terminus, and 
Sacramento. Although THIS IS 
NOT A RAILFAN TRIP, the train 
will stop at South Sacramento 
WP Shops so that railfans may 
enter the property. Of special in- 
terest is the fact that the train 
will be turned over to the Cen- 
tral California Traction Co. at 
Sacramento, and from the X St. 
transfer to the river front the 
train will be pulled over the 
Central California Traction’s 
tracks by an electric engine. Leave 
S. F. 7:40 a. m.; Oakland (3rd 
and Washington) 8:10; arrive 
Terminus about 12:00 noon; 
leave Sacramento 6:00 p. m.; and 
arrive at San Francisco about 
10:00. Fare $1.25; tickets at any 
Western Pacific office. 





SEPTEMBER 25 


The Electric Railway Histori- 
cal Society of California is spon- 
soring a railfan trip over the 
Sacramento Northern to Chico. 
The party will board a fast spec- 
ial at Oakland, and go straight 
through to the main shops of 
the electric line at Chico. Mr. 
Smallwood, who is handling the 
trip for the Society, promises 
some special surprises for the 
collectors of electric shots as well 
as the fastest ride ever made on 
the line. The fare will run about 
$2.25 for the round trip. 
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This Western Railroad World 


STEAM 

* Little known up to this time 
is the fact that a short time be- 
fore Christmas of last. year No. 
5 of the California Central Rail- 
road was steamed up and run out 
to Chittenden for shipment to 
the Pacific Portland Cement 
plant at Gerlach, Nevada. Before 
her trip, a month ‘was spent 
placing new flues and in general 
putting her in shape. Originally 
built as No. 5 of the Ocean Shore 
Railway by Baldwin, 1908, it is 
a 2-6-0 has 18x24 cylinders, 48 
inch drivers, 180 pounds boiler 
pressure, 24,800 pounds tractive 
force and 124,000 pounds weight. 


* The engine that the Feather 
River Lumber Company bought 
from the Madera Sugar Pine has 
been numbered 6 (its number on 
the Madera) due to the fact that 
the extra expense of changing 
its number was not warranted. 
It made its first trip over the 
Feather River line early this 
month, and is now ‘working on 
logging trains out of Delleker. 

Even though the Feather River 
Lumber Co. is again using rail ser- 
vice, they scrapped their num- 
ber 3 (shay) at the beginning of 
the year, and will soon scrap 
number 2 (shay). The line is be- 
ing operated however, by engines 
1 and 6, both shays. 


* 


Though the California Fruit 
Exchange has given up the oper- 
ation of its own engine at Gra- 
eagle, as reported two issues ago, 
the mill is still using rail service 





for the transportation of logs. 
The WP is doing the job under 
special contract. 

* Southern Pacific’s movie en- 
gine, 1079, 0-6-0, has been sent to 
Bayshore Shops to be built into 
a tank engine for use in shop 
‘work. Though it has not been aw- 
arded to any shop as yet, Port- 
land and Ogden are both bidding 
for it. 


* §. P. 2368 had a bit of mech- 
anical trouble on the 10th of the 
month while hauling train 139, 
and had to be relieved. Number 
2438 also had to be relieved on 
the ist when its valve gear was 
wrecked in an auto-train crash 
at Redwood City, California. 


ELECTRIC 

* Or should it be steam. Last 
Friday evening, August 19, the 
power house at Fruitvale went 
on the fritz, leaving the SP’s 
Seventh Street electric line with- 
out power for the juice trains. 
For the first time since 1912, when 
the line was electrified, steam 
ran on Seventh Street, when it 
hauled commuters from the 5:40 
and 6:00 p. m. boats. 

* The Key System interurbans 
began operations under automat- 
ic cab signals today (August 21) 
which reminds us the bridge op- 
erations are not so far off. The 
Southern Pacific’s electric trains 
are now being equipped for 
bridge service, but it will be some 
time yet before they will be ready 
to change to cab signals. 








